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Ihave a feeling that | held on to my childhood dolls longer than most young gils. | think | may have been
almost thirteen before | finally stopped playing with them, although my favorites stillheld a place of honor in

Iwas young. Those were childhood that | couldn't bear o part with. | never
wanted to forget the countless hours of play and oy those plastic babies had brought me. In her Doll series,
Canadian artist . confronts us with imagery of the forgotten dolls of our childhood,
reminding us of the innocence we've left behind.
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When we're youmg, many of our toys teach and shape eho we may eventuall become. Dolls seem especially
important o teach ctidren how to care and nurture. How many imes have you “personified” a dli so hat
ababy? | a a doll by her hair..
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We dress and undress them, feed them plastic food, bathe them, swaddle and cuddle them. But as we mature, o
we reach a point where we realize that it is all pretend. That caring for a real baby is much more work, much
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scary realiy.

So we put away the childish toys, discarding them as infantile. But maybe what we are really putting out of our

growing up 9 the world we
were playing and preparing for.




